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months in a five-year period before
becoming eligible for the Games.

In a parallel action, the Swazi-
land Olympic and Commonwealth
Games Committee has announced

that five years residence and full
citizenship will be necessary before
Swaziland will enter former South
Africans in international competi-
tion. Last October, three prominent

South African athletes moved there
in an attempt to compete for Swazi-
land in the 1988 Olympics. Appar-
ently, after the announcement, they
moved back to South Africa.

Filming the Frontlines:
Destabilization /Development

BY DAVID COOKE & LINDA
GUEBERT

Destructive Engagement, produced
and directed by Toni Strasburg,
Scope Films, Ltd. 52 min., colour,
video formats. Rental: $50/$75;
Sale: 3525 (Available from Develop-
ment Education Centre, 229 College,
Toronto M5T 1RA4.)

Corridors of Freedom, produced by
Ingrid Sinclair, directed by Simon
Bright. Trade Films, Ltd. 52 min.,
colour. 16mm. (Available from
IDERA Films, 2524 Cypress St.,
Vancouver V6J 3N2.)

“South Africa is always exporting
apartheid.” points out Mozambican
journalist Carlos Cardoso. The re-
sult in Mozambique is 400,000 war
casuaities, of whom half are un-
der five. Neighbouring countries
like Angola suffer constant inva-
sions, and can easily identify the in-
vader, South Africa. Indeed, Preto-
ria has now publicly acknowledged
its overt role. As in Nicaragua,
these socalled “low-intensity wars”
effectively terrorize the population,
through killing, maiming and de-
stroying livelihoods. They also dis-
place large segments of the rural
population. As Cardoso says, “Peo-
ple do not run away from Frelimo or
the MPLA [governing party in An-
gola] but they do run away from the
MNR [Mozambique National Resis-
tance], because it is not a libera-
tion movement.” Famine in Mozam-
bique has therefore become an ef-
fective weapon of war, since both

Destructive Engagement

production and distribution are af-
fected.

These disturbing facts are lit-
tle known outside Africa. The me-
dia concentrate on South Africa and
events inside the councry, with lit-
tle coverage of the rest of the re-
gion. As well as world attention
given to apartheid, and to the fal-
tering drive for sanctions, what is

needed are continuing reminders of
the horrible effects of South Africa’s
wars of destabilization on its neigh-
bours.

At the same time, it is impor-
tant to recognize the courageous and
far-sighted response of these neigh-
bouring states, in various areas. For
one reason, it is vital to counter
the images of Africans as victims,
which is the trap of much media
coverage of famine in Ethiopia, and
is a strong temptation for news re-
ports on Mozambique. For an-
other, it is critical to promote sup-
port for positive African initiatives
such as the growing regional coop-
eration in southern Africa. As the
late Mozambican President Samora
Machel stated, “We should not wait
for aid, but rather work for co-
operation.” The Southern Africa
Development Coordination Confer-
ence (SADCC), the forward-looking
project of regional cooperation be-
tween independent states in south-
ern Africa, can point to a number of
significant achievements in promot-
ing self-reliance and in loosening ties
to South Africa. Contrary to the im-
ages on western TV screens, African
states are not passively waiting for
the rich countries to come to save
them.

Taken together, two recently
released documentaries about the
Frontline States help to address the
related issues of aggression and de-
velopment. Destructive Engage-
ment concentrates on South Africa’s
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